SIS                                       COMPOUND MINERALS.
Book III. ted. This theory he has supported in his book on Veins,
by a very complete enumeration of all the circum-
stances respecting their structure and appearances. He
has shown that they resemble fissures very' exactly in
their shape and direction ; and that as they contain pe-
trifactions and minerals altered by the action of water,
they must of necessity have been filled from above.
Veins of course, according to this theory, are newer
than the rocks in which they occur ; and when two veins
cross, that is obviously the newest which traverses the
other without interruption, as the fissures constituting
the second vein must have been formed after the first
vein was filled up.     When different veins contain the
same minerals arranged in the same order, he conceives
that they were filled at the same time, and says that
such veins belong to the same formation.    When they
differ in these respects, they belong to different forma-
tions.    From the position of the respective veins with
respect to each other, he deduces their relative age; and
from this draws inferences respecting the relative age
of the different mineral substances that occur in veins,
similar to the inferences drawn respecting the age of
the rocks which constitute the grand classes of forma-
tions described in the preceding Chapter.   But for these
curious and important consequences which he deduces
from his theory, I must refer the reader to Werner's
treatise, an English translation of which has been late-
ly published by Dr Anderson.
I shall conclude this short sketch of Werner's Geog-
nosy with Two Tables, exhibiting the different forma-
tions in which the most important stony bodies and ores
occur, without distinguishing whether they are found isa
beds or in veins.